Soft palate trauma induced during GlideScope intubation.
The GlideScope (GVL; Saturn Biomedical Systems, Burnaby, British Columbia, Canada) is a rigid indirect video laryngoscope device that facilitates exposure of the larynx for placement of the endotracheal tube. This blade also reduces the requirement for anterior displacement of the tongue. A unique feature is the acutely angled blade which provides an improved glottic view. Herein, we present 2 instances of soft palate trauma, a rare oropharyngeal complication linked to GlideScope use. In the first case, the GlideScope was used for pedagogical purposes for intubation in a knee surgery. In the second case, GlideScope was used to secure the airway of an obese patient with a Mallampati class 3 airway and, therefore, presumed difficult intubation. Use of the GlideScope requires less lifting force (approximately 0.5-1.5 kg) than direct laryngoscopy to achieve visualization of the glottis, so less traction is applied to soft tissue. However, meticulous care must be taken even by experienced operators to ensure correct use to decrease the incidence of oropharyngeal injuries, especially in patients with difficult airways. Increased vigilance makes the GlideScope an invaluable tool despite its potential complications.